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There is provided an improved speech recognition system of 
the type permitting enlargement of a dictionary that associates a 
phonetic transcription with each word. Hie improvement includes 
an input for specifying a word to be entered into the dictionary; a 
derivative generator for identifying a set of words that includes the 
specified word and at least one derivative of the specified word; 
and an update arrangement for adding to the dictionary desired 
members of the set, along with a phonetic transcription of each 
such desired member. 
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Speech Recognition Dictionary Enlargement Using Derived Words 

Technical Field 

5 The present invention relates to speech recognition systems, and more 

particularly to dictation systems. 

Packground Art 

In a dictation system, it is common to utilize a dictionary of vocabulary 
10 words that are capable of being recognized by the system. A common feature is 
the ability of the user to add words to the system vocabulary. The addition of a 
word is achieved by having the user type or spell a word, the phonetic 
transcription is retrieved or generated, and the word can from then on be 
recognized by the dictation system. The only word that is added is the word as it 
1 5 is typed by the user. 

It is also common for a dictation system to employ two dictionaries. One 
dictionary, termed the "active dictionary" in this description and the following 
claims, is the dictionary containing the active vocabulary that is recognized by 
the system. Another dictionary, termed the "background dictionary" in this 
20 description and the following claims, is typically a substantially larger dictionary, 
from which most, if not all, of the active dictionary's vocabulary is selected. The 
background dictionary is typically created in a laboratory. 

{ '11 rri TP^ r Y Of the Invention 
25 A preferred embodiment of the present invention provides a method of 

enlarging a dictionary of a speech recognition system. Such a dictionary 
associates a phonetic transcription with each word. The method of this 
embodiment includes: 

a. specifying a word to be entered into the dictionary; 
30 b. identifying a set of words that includes the specified word and at 

least one derivative thereof, the set having at least two members; 
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c. adding, to the dictionary, desired members of the set, along with a 
phonetic transcription of each such desired member. 

The derivatives may be generated automatically using rules. In one further 
embodiment, the dictionary maybe a background dictionary for the speech 
5 recognition system, and, for example, the background dictionary may be 
generated in a laboratory. Alternatively, the dictionary may be an active 
dictionary. In an embodiment, a characteristic category associated with the 
specified word may be generated, by the user or by a category-based generator, 
as an aid in identifying the derivatives. The method may include as part of step 
1 o (c) selecting the desired members of the set to be added to the dictionary along 
with their phonetic transcriptions. When the dictionary is an active dictionary 
and the specified word is not in a background dictionary of the speech 
recognition system, rule-based generation is of particular applicability. 
Alternatively, or in addition, when the dictionary is an active dictionary, the 
15 generation of derivatives may be achieved using a derivative dictionary that has 
links to identify words that are derivatives of a common root. One way of 
providing a derivative dictionary is to use a background dictionary that is 
structured to provide the derivative dictionary. 

In another embodiment, step (c) of the method may include associating 
20 occurrence probability data with each desired member. The step of associating 
occurrence probability data may include referring to a background dictionary 
containing such data. Alternatively, the step of associating may include referring 
to a rule-based generator. In a further embodiment, the rule-based generator 
may generate occurrence probability data for each desired member as a function 
25 of a known characteristic of such member. Such a known characteristic may be 
the word category of such member. Alternatively, another embodiment may 
associate occurrence probability data by assigning a default value. 

In addition to, or alternatively, an embodiment, in step (c), may associate 
differentiating characteristics of the at least one derivative, such as hints or 
30 suggestions to help the system differentiate the at least one derivative from 

-2- 



WO 99/50829 PCT/IB99/00673 

similar sounding words. The distinguishing hints may be generated 
automatically, looked up in a dictionary, or provided by the user, 

In a related embodiment, there is provided an improved speech 
recognition system of the type permitting enlargement of a dictionary that 
5 associates a phonetic transcription with each word. The improvement includes: 

a. an input for specifying a word to be entered into the dictionary; 

b. a derivative generator for identifying a set of words that includes 
the specified word and at least one derivative of the specified word; and 

c. an update arrangement for adding to the dictionary desired 

1 0 members of the set, along with a phonetic transcription of each such desired 
member. 

In a further embodiment, the derivative generator is rule-based so as to 
use rules to generate the at least one derivative automatically. As described 
above, the dictionary may be a background dictionary. Alternatively, the 

15 dictionary may be an active dictionary. In an embodiment, the derivative 
generator may utilize word category information from either a rule-based 
category generator, or from a second user controlled input, as an aid in 
generating the at least one derivative. As a further embodiment, the update 
arrangement may include a user selection interface so as to enable a user to select 

20 ones of the at least one derivative and the specified word that are desired to be 
added to the dictionary. When the dictionary is an active dictionary and the 
specified word is not in a background dictionary of the speech recognition 
system, rule-based generation is of particular applicability. Alternatively, or in 
addition, when the dictionary is an active dictionary, the derivative generator 

25 may use a derivative dictionary that has links to identify words that are 

derivatives of a common root One way of realizing the derivative dictionary is to 
provide a background dictionary that is structured to provide the derivative 
dictionary. 

In a further related embodiment, the update arrangement of the system 
30 may include a probability quantifying arrangement for associating occurrence 
probability data with each desired member. The probability quantifying 
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arrangement may refer to a background dictionary containing such data. 

Alternatively, the probability quantifying arrangement in an embodiment may 

use a rule-based generator. In a further embodiment, the rule-based generator 

may generate occurrence probability data for each desired member as a function 
5 of a known characteristic of such member. Such a known characteristic may be 

the word category of such member. Alternatively, the probability quantifying 

arrangement may assign a default value for each desired member. 

In an embodiment, the update arrangement of the system may include a 

differentiating characteristic arrangement for associating differentiating 
10 characteristics of the at least one derivative, such as hints or suggestions to help 

the system differentiate the at least one derivative from similar sounding words. 

The distinguishing hints may be generated automatically, looked up in a 

dictionary, or provided by the user. 

The invention also provides a novel user interface for adding words, 
15 where the user has the option to classify, for example, grammatically or 

otherwise, the word that is being added. 

Brief Description o f the Drawings 
The present invention will be more readily understood by reference to the 
20 following detailed description taken with the accompanying drawings, in which: 
Fig. 1 illustrates the logical flow associated with a speech recognition 
system permitting enlargement of a dictionary in accordance with a preferred 
embodiment of the invention; 

Figs. 2-4 illustrate alternative dictionary structures associated with related 
25 words; 

Fig. 5 illustrates a speech recognition system permitting enlargement of a 
dictionary in accordance with an embodiment of the invention in which no 
background dictionary is present; 

Fig. 6 illustrates a speech recognition system permitting enlargement of a 
30 dictionary in accordance with an embodiment of the invention wherein derived 
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forms are retrieved exclusively using links in the background dictionary 
structure; 

Fig. 7 illustrates the use by prior art of word occurrence probability data in 
speech recognition systems; 
5 Figs. 8 and 9 illustrate alternative methods of employing word occurrence 

probability data in a speech recognition system permitting enlargement of a 
dictionary in accordance with an embodiment of the invention; and 

Fig. 10 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the present invention 
utilizing word distinguishing hints linked to each word data structure. 

10 

Detailed Descripti on of Specific Embodiments 
The present invention takes advantage of the discovery that it is valuable 
when entering a word into the dictionary of a dictation system to enter also other 
words that are derived from the root form of the word. In this manner, assuming 

1 5 that derivatives of a noun have been entered in a dictation system, the occurrence 
of a plural will also be capable of being recognized if the singular is capable of 
being recognized. For the purposes of the description and claims of the present 
application, we use the terms "derivative" or "derived form" to refer to any word 
that may be derived from the root form of a given word, or, if different from the 

20 given word, the root form itself. For example, in the case of a verb, all conjugate 
forms may be derived, including singular, plural, past tense, past participle, etc. 
In the case of a noun or adjective, the singular, plural, diminutive forms, plus all 
declined forms and compound forms may be derived. Included in the meaning of 
the term "derivative" are words generated by adding a prefix to a root, such as 

25 "un-" in English to generate words like "unmask" and "uncomfortable" from the 
verb "mask" and the adjective "comfortable". 

Until now, dictionaries included in dictation systems typically do not 
include information that relates one form of a word to another form of that same 
word. For example, there is no indication that one word might be the plural of 

30 another word. In accordance with the present invention, when a user adds a 
certain word to the recognition system, derivatives of that word are also 
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presented to the user as candidates for being added to the recognition system. 
These derived forms can be retrieved from links that are added for this reason to 
the dictionaries or they can generated on the spot for words that are not in the 
dictionaries. Not that the word entered by the user needs to be a special or root 

5 form of the word— from any derived form all other derivatives may be 
generated. The present invention may be employed in speech recognition 
systems including those for discrete and continuous dictation. 

Fig. 1 illustrates the logical flow associated with a speech recognition 
system permitting enlargement of a dictionary in accordance with a preferred 

10 embodiment of the invention. In this embodiment, the user specifies, in 

accordance with step 11, a word to be added to the system. In accordance with 
step 12, the system looks up the specified word in a background dictionary. If, in 
step 14, the specified word is in the dictionary, the links appended to the 
specified word in the dictionary, are searched in order to get all derived forms of 

15 the word. If the word is not found in the dictionary, in step 15 all derived forms 
are generated automatically using a rule-based derivative generator. In 
accordance with step 16, a list of related words is offered to the user, who, in step 
17, selects the desired ones, which are then, in step 18, activated for recognition 
on the dictation system. 

20 Certain rules may be turned on or off at the user's discretion. This can 

happen in the derivative generator, in step 15, by direct action of the user, or 
indirectly, through hints given by the user ("this word is a verb"), so all rules 
related to nouns are disabled for this word). Not all words generated need to be 
actual independently existing words. In step 16, the user may be asked to 

25 validate the generated words, or alternatively, they may be looked up in a 
dictionary to check whether they actually exist, or, indeed, in a further 
embodiment, step 16 may be skipped and they may be added anyway, regardless 
of their existence. 

Several possible dictionary structures may be utilized in accordance with 
30 embodiments of this invention. Examples of these structures are shown in Figs. 2 
through 4. 
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Dictionary structure 1 is shown in Fig. 2, which illustrates the links among 
a group of related words. The dictionary contains separate entries for each 
derived form of the word. It may contain the phonetic transcription of each of 
these words. Each word may contain links to all other words which are derived 
5 from it, or which are derived from a common form. Thus, all related forms 21-24 
are provided as entries in the dictionary, and a given root form 21 may have links 
to each derived form 22, 23 and 24, and each derived form has a link to the root 
form and each of the other derived forms. 

Dictionary structure 2 is shown in Fig. 3, which illustrates an alternative 
1 o method of linking a group of related words. The dictionary contains separate 
entries for each derived form of the word. It may contain a phonetic transcription 
of each of these words. Each word contains a link to a certain root form (which 
need not be present as a word in the dictionary, since certain words have a root 
form which is not an independently existing word, e.g., "disgruntled"). This root 
1 5 form then contains links to all words which are derived from it. Thus, all related 
forms 21-24 are provided as entries in the dictionary, and a given root form 21 
may have links to each derived form 22, 23 and 24, but the derived forms are not 
directly linked with each other. 

Dictionary structure 3 is shown in Fig. 4, which illustrates another 
20 alternative method of linking a group of related words. The dictionary has entries 
only for the root form (as is common for printed dictionaries), but this entry 
contains all derived forms in its associated data structure. All forms may be 
accompanied by their phonetic transcription. Thus, a dictionary entry exists for 
each given root form 21, which may have links to each derived form 22, 23 and 
25 24, but the derived forms are not directly linked with each other, nor do they 
occur as entries in the dictionary. 

While the invention in the embodiments described above provides a 
valuable feature for English dictation systems, in the case of heavily inflected 
languages, embodiments of the invention may in fact be necessary to make the 
30 ability of the user to add words to the dictation system a useful feature. For 
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example, in Spanish and Korean a verb can take many different forms, while in 
German and Japanese words can have many different declensions. 

The invention may also be realized in the following embodiments. 

A system, as in Fig. 5, may have no background dictionary present, so the 
5 derived forms are always generated on the spot. In this embodiment, the user 
specifies, in accordance with step 51, a word to be added to the system. In 
accordance with step 52, all derived forms are generated automatically using a 
rule-based derivative generator. In accordance with step 53, the list of all related 
words is offered to the user, who, in step 54, selects the desired ones, which are 
10 then, in step 55, entered into the dictionary for use in the speech recognition 
system. 

A system, as in Fig. 6, may not use a rule-based derivative generator, and 
derived forms may be retrieved exclusively using links in the dictionary 
structure. In this embodiment, the user specifies, in accordance with step 61, a 

15 word to be added to the system. In accordance with step 62, the system looks up 
the specified word in a background dictionary. In step 63, the links appended to 
the specified word in the dictionary are searched in order to get all derived forms 
of the word. In accordance with step 64, the list of all related words is offered to 
the user, who, in step 65, selects the desired ones, which are then, in step 66, 

20 entered into the dictionary for use in the speech recognition system. 

A system, similar to the embodiment illustrated in Fig. 1, may not allow 
the user to choose which of the derived forms are to be activated, and which are 
to be left out. In other words, steps 16 and 17 are not performed. Such a system 
might always include all derived forms, or only the most common derivations. 

25 A system may be similar to the embodiment illustrated in Fig. 1, but, in 

step 11, the user may select the word to be added by some other means than 
typing or spelling it— for example, by selecting the word out of a list of words. 

A system may be similar to the embodiment in Fig. 1, and also have an 
active dictionary as the dictionary to be enlarged, and a background dictionary 

30 may also be present. In this embodiment, in step 15, the derived forms of the 
word are generated by a tool, but the phonetic transcriptions of the word are 
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retrieved from the background dictionary. Alternatively, regardless of whether 
there is a background dictionary, the phonetic transcriptions may not be relevant 
so are not obtained. 

A system may be similar to the embodiment in Fig. 1 and also have each 

5 word to be entered into the system stored as part of a data structure which 
includes one or more additional differentiating characteristics associated with 
each such word. In such an embodiment, some of the differentiating 
characteristics of the word may be associated with the word in the form of a 
"hint" which a speech recognition system may use to distinguish between similar 

10 sounding utterances if the hint is then furnished by the user. For instance, in 
French, the third person plural of a verb is commonly formed by adding the 
suffix "ent" to the root form of the verb. In such an embodiment, the data 
structure associated with the third person plural derivative of the root verb 
would also be linked to a distinguishing hint such as "ends in 'ent'" or "third 

15 person plural." The hints may then be used to distinguish between similar 

sounding words, as described in application number 09/159,838, filed September 
24, 1998, for our invention entitled "User Interface to Distinguish Between Same 
Sounding Words in Speech Recognition," which is hereby incorporated herein by 
reference. 

20 In an embodiment illustrated in Figure 10, the differentiating 

characteristics maybe generated by a rule-based generator that is separate from 
the one used to generate the word derivatives. After specifying the word to be 
added in step 11 of Figure 10, in addition to generating derivatives to be added in 
steps 12-17, a separate rule-based generator may generate word-distinguishing 

25 hints in step 101. These hints may then be linked to each word desired to be 
entered into the system in Step 102, just before the word is entered into the 
system in step 18. Of course, alternative embodiments may perform the hint 
generating and linking of the hints to the words at other locations in the flow 
chart. 

30 In another embodiment which looks up the derived forms of the specified 

word in a background dictionary, as illustrated in Fig. 6, distinguishing hints 
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may also be associated with each word listed in the background dictionary. The 
distinguishing hints would then be added to the system along with desired 
derived forms. In an alternative embodiment, the distinguishing hints could be 
provided by the user. 

5 The user interface, in Fig. 1, may be, in steps 11, 16 and 17, speech- 

recognition and speech-synthesis based; or windows-, mouse- and keyboard- 
based. The user, in step 11, may specify a word (by typing or orally spelling or 
by other means), whereupon the word and some or all derived forms are 
displayed in the embodiment. The user may be asked, as a part of step 15, to 

10 categorize the word to be added — for example, is it a verb, a noun, adjective, a 
loan-word, a medication? — to help find the correct set of derivation rules to be 
used. Alternatively, in step 15 the system may automatically assign a word to a 
certain category, for example, based on a certain rule set. Next, in steps 16 and 
17, the user may be provided the option to select (using mouse, keyboard or 

15 voice) the words to add to the system. As a default, or in lieu of such an option, 
all or the most common forms are added by default, skipping steps 16 and 17. In 
the case of a default entry, as a further embodiment, the user may be provided 
the option to select beforehand what types of derivatives should be allowed in 
step 15, and which should not be considered (for example, no past tenses of 

20 verbs, etc.). 

The derivative generator tool (Fig. 1, step 15) may be, for example, an 
expert system that makes use of a linguistic rules set to derive all, or certain, 
derivatives of a word. This rules set may be hard-coded in the tool, or the tool 
may be reconfigurable to load in different rule sets at runtime. In a further 

25 embodiment, the specified word is converted first to a root-form, and all derived 
forms are then derived from this root-form. The rule set is preferably language 
specific even though certain rules may be used in more than one language . 

It will be appreciated that the invention and the dictation system to which 
it relates may be implemented in software that is designed to be run on a general 

30 purpose computer, or, alternatively, may be embedded in a specially designed 
system that is hard-wired and includes items that are stored in read-only 
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memory or may be implemented in some combination of software on a general 
purpose hardware platform with an embedded application. 

In yet another embodiment, the present invention addresses statistical data 
pertinent to speech recognition. In many, if not most large vocabulary speech 

5 recognition systems, the recognition engine utilizes data concerning the 
probability that a word can occur as the next word in a text. Normally 
probability data are determined by taking an extraordinarily large amount of 
text, and counting the number of times a word occurs (possibly even the number 
of times the word occurs after a certain other word). This probability data 

1 0 pertinent to a given word can be stored together with the word in the language 
model, active dictionary or even background dictionary. If a word is taken from 
the background dictionary, and added to the active dictionary, its statistics may 
be retrieved from the background dictionary. However, if a completely new 
word is being added to the system, no information about the likelihood of the 

15 word occurring in the text is available. Up to now this problem has been solved 
by giving the word a default starting probability, which can be based on, for 
example, the number of words already in the system, or, the category of the 
word— for example, is it a name, a verb, etc.— since each category can have its 
own statistics, etc. This starting probability is then adapted based on the actual 

20 use of the word during dictation. 

Fig. 7 illustrates the logical sequence associated with assigning the word 
occurrence probability data in a speech recognition system based on such 
previously existing methods. In such a system, the user specifies, in accordance 
with step 71, a word to be added to the system. In accordance with step 72, the 

25 system looks up the specified word in a background dictionary. If, in step 75, the 
specified word is in the dictionary, the occurrence probability data stored in the 
dictionary is assigned to the specified word. If the specified word is not found in 
the dictionary, in step 74 a default value of occurrence probability data is 
assigned to the specified word. In accordance with step 76, the word and its 

30 occurrence probability data are then entered into the system. 
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In embodiments of the present invention, it is possible to add not just one 
word, but a whole range of words. A number of possibilities exist to find the 
starting probabilities for all these words. In one embodiment, the probability for 
each word may be determined by a lookup in the background dictionary. Fig. 8 

5 illustrates an embodiment showing how the basic system of Fig. 1 may be 

modified to accomplish such a function. Once the derived forms are determined 
in steps 14 and 15, the system, in step 81, looks up occurrence probability data for 
each word form in a background dictionary. Operation of the system may then 
continue as in Fig. 1, beginning from step 16 offering the list of related words to 

10 the user. In another embodiment, in step 81, each word may be added to the 
system with a default probability, the same for every word. Alternatively, each 
word, in step 81, may be added to the system with a probability related to its 
category (different for verbs, nouns, names, etc). 

In another embodiment, if a rule-based approach is used to generate 

1 5 words, it is possible to utilize known characteristics of the derived word, for 
example, whether the derived word is a noun in the singular or a past participle, 
a feminine or a plural (French). From this, something can be inferred about the 
likelihood of the word occurring. In French, a feminine plural past participle is 
probably more rare than any other form, since it is only used when talking about 

20 a group of exclusively female persons (or objects). In Japanese, the polite form of 
a verb may be more likely than the normal present tense. 

Hence, the rules that are used to derive words may also be utilized in 
assigning a probability to the derived word. Such an approach permits the 
assignation of more accurate, and therefore useful, probabilities for words than 

25 probabilities based only on category. In this case two forms of a verb in the same 
category could still get a different probability. 

Fig. 9 illustrates an embodiment showing how such a system may be 
adapted from the basic system of Fig. 1. If the specified word were present in the 
background dictionary in step 13, the system would, in step 14, search the links 

30 appended to the word to get all derived forms, and then, in step 92, lookup the 
occurrence probability data in the dictionary, before offering the list of all related 
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words to the user in step 16. If the specified word were not present in the 
background dictionary in step 13, the rule-based derivative generator, in step 91, 
would automatically generate derivatives and occurrence probability data, before 
offering the list of all related words to the user in step 16. 

5 The rules, in step 91, may be used to generate probabilities that later on 

need to be modified to account for the probability of the category to which a 
word belongs. For example, the plural form of a noun may well have a different 
probability from that of the singular form, regardless of category. These 
probabilities may then be modified based on category. For example, if the 

10 derived words turn out to belong to the category of rare medical utensils, both 
probabilities (for the plural and the singular forms) should be lowered to account 
for this. Alternatively, in step 91, the rules could generate probabilities that are 
used unmodified. 

In a further embodiment, the original word that was entered by the user 
1 5 would get the highest probability. The probabilities of all derived words may 
(optionally) be normalized to fall below this probability. The user may be asked 
for hints to classify the original word (or derivatives) in order to get a more 
accurate estimate of the probability of the original word and its derived forms. In 
such an embodiment, the normalization described might occur in step 81 of Fig. 
20 8 when the occurrence probability data is looked up in the background 
dictionary. 

In other embodiments, the addition of occurrence probability data, 
depicted in step 81 of Fig. 8, could occur at any point in the logical sequence, 
including, for example, after the selection step 17. 
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What is claimed is: 

1. A method of enlarging a dictionary of a speech recognition system, the 
dictionary associating with each word therein a phonetic transcription, the 

5 method comprising: 

a. specifying a word to be entered into the dictionary; 

b. identifying a set of words that includes the specified word and at 
least one derivative thereof, the set having at least two members; 

c. adding to the dictionary desired members of the set, along with a 
1 0 phonetic transcription of each such desired member. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein step (b) includes using rules to 
generate the at least one derivative of the set automatically. 

15 3. A method according to claim 2, wherein the dictionary is a background 
dictionary for the speech recognition system. 

4. A method according to claim 1, wherein the dictionary is an active 
dictionary. 

20 

5. A method according to claim 4, wherein step (c) includes selecting 
members of the set that are desired to be added to the dictionary. 

6. A method according to claim 2, wherein the dictionary is an active 

25 dictionary and the specified word is not in a background dictionary of the speech 
recognition system. 

7. A method according to claim 1, wherein the dictionary is an active 
dictionary and step (b) includes utilizing a derivative dictionary that has links to 

30 identify words that are derivatives of a common root. 
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8. A method according to claim 7, wherein the speech recognition system has 
a background dictionary that is structured to provide the derivative dictionary. 

5 9. A method according to claim 7, wherein the derivative dictionary 
associates distinguishing hints with words listed therein and wherein the 
distinguishing hints are associated with the desired members of the set which are 
added to the dictionary. 

10 10. A method according to claim 1, wherein step (c) includes associating 
occurrence probability data with each desired member. 

11. A method according to claim 10, wherein associating occurrence 
probability data for each desired member includes referring to background 

15 dictionary containing such data. 

12. A method according to claim 10, wherein associating occurrence 
probability data for each desired member includes referring to a rule-based 
generator. 

20 

13. A method according to claim 12, wherein the rule-based generator 
generates the occurrence probability data for each desired member as a function 
of a known characteristic of such member. 

25 14. A method according to claim 13, wherein the known characteristic is the 
word category of such member. 

15. A method according to claim 10, wherein associating occurrence 
probability data includes assigning a default value. 

30 
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16. A method according to claim 1, wherein step (a) also includes designating 
a category applicable to the word, and step (b) includes using the category as an 
aid in identifying at least one derivative of the specified word. 

5 17. A method according to claim 16, wherein step (a) is performed by a user of 
the speech recognition system and designating a category is also performed by 
the user. 

18. A method according to claim 17, wherein designating a category is 
1 0 performed by a rule-based category generator. 

19. A method according to claim 1, wherein step (c) includes associating 
differentiating characteristics of desired member along with each desired 
member. 

15 

20. A method according to claim 19, wherein the differentiating characteristics 
are distinguishing hints. 

21. A method according to claim 20, wherein the distinguishing hints are 
20 generated automatically by a set of rules. 

22. A method according to claim 20, wherein the distinguishing hints are 
provided by the user. 

25 23. A method according to claim 20, wherein the distinguishing hints are 
provided by a background dictionary, 

24. An improved speech recognition system of the type permitting 
enlargement of a dictionary, the dictionary associating a phonetic transcription 
30 with each word, wherein the improvement comprises: 
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a. an input for specifying a word to be entered into the dictionary; 

b. a derivative generator for identifying a set of words that includes 
the specified word and at least one derivative thereof, the set having at least two 
members; 

5 c. an update arrangement for adding to the dictionary desired 

members of the set, along with a phonetic transcription of each such desired 
member. 

25. A system according to claim 24, wherein the derivative generator is rule- 
10 based so as to use rules to generate the at least one derivative of the set 

automatically. 

26. A system according to claim 25, wherein the dictionary is a background 
dictionary. 

15 

27. A system according to claim 24, wherein the dictionary is an active 
dictionary. 

28. A system according to claim 27, wherein the update arrangement includes 
20 a user selection interface so as to enable a user to select ones of the at least one 

derivative and the specified word that are desired to be added to the dictionary. 

29. A system according to claim 25, wherein the dictionary is an active 
dictionary and the specified word is not in a background dictionary of the speech 

25 recognition system. 

30. A system according to claim 24, wherein the dictionary is an active 
dictionary, and the improvement further comprises a derivative dictionary 
coupled to the derivative generator, wherein the derivative dictionary has links 

30 to identify words that are derivatives of a common root,. 
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31. A system according to claim 30, wherein the speech recognition system has 
a background dictionary that is structured to provide the derivative dictionary. 

32. A system according to claim 30, wherein the derivative dictionary 
5 associates distinguishing hints with words listed therein, and wherein the 

distinguishing hints are associated with the desired members added by the 
update arrangement. 

33. A system according to claim 24, wherein the update arrangement includes 
1 0 a probability quantifying arrangement for associating occurrence probability data 

with each desired member. 

34. A system according to claim 33, wherein the probability quantifying 
arrangement refers to a background dictionary. 

15 

35. A system according to claim 33, wherein the probability quantifying 
arrangement includes a rule-based generator. 

36. A system according to claim 35, wherein the rule-based generator provides 
20 occurrence probability data for a given word as a function of a known 

characteristic of the given word. 

37. A system according to claim 36, wherein the known characteristic is the 
word category of the given word. 

25 

38. A system according to claim 36, wherein the probability quantifying 
arrangement assigns a default value for each desired member. 

39. A system according to claim 24, further comprising a second input for 
30 designating a word category applicable to the specified word, and wherein the 
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derivative generator includes an arrangement for using the category as an aid in 
identifying at least one derivative of the specified word. 

40. A system according to claim 24, further comprising a rule-based category 
5 generator coupled to the input for designating a word category applicable to the 
specified word, and wherein the derivative generator includes an arrangement 
for using the category as an aid in identifying at least one derivative of the 
specified word. 

1 0 41. A system according to claim 24, wherein the update arrangement includes 
a characteristic-differentiating arrangement for associating differentiating 
characteristics along with each desired member of the set. 

42. A system according to claim 41, wherein the differentiating characteristics 
1 5 are distinguishing hints. 

43. A system according to claim 42, wherein the distinguishing hints are 
provided by the user. 

20 44. A system according to claim 42, further comprising a rule-based generator 
for generating the distinguishing hints. 

45. A system according to claim 42, wherein the distinguishing hints are 
provided by a background dictionary. 

25 85172 
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